NEWS RELEASE
Americans Urged to Donate Blood in Aftermath of Winter Storms
WASHINGTON (February 8, 2019) — With multiple winter storms striking the U.S., America’s
Blood Centers is encouraging individuals in unaffected areas to remember the importance of
donating. Donors are needed across the country to help make up for losses in regions impacted
by the storms. All individuals the are eligible to donate, especially those with type O-positive blood,
should schedule and keep donation appointments.
Historically, the nation’s blood supply experiences lower inventory in January and February due
to cold and flu season. Winter storms often close schools and businesses, while forcing the
cancellation of blood drives. Blood centers across the U.S. are making every effort to meet the
blood needs of all patients. It is important for blood donors in unaffected areas to give in the
coming days and weeks for both immediate and future needs in the aftermath of these storms.
Blood shortages are beginning to impact patient care and elective surgeries in some areas of the
country.
“We are asking all potential donors, both current and first-timers, to make a commitment to donate
blood or platelets as soon as possible,” said Kate Fry, MBA chief executive officer of Americas
Blood Centers. “We thank all donors for their support and encourage all eligible individuals to give
blood regularly to help ensure that blood is available whenever and wherever it is needed.”
Those interested in donating blood may find their local community blood center at
www.americasblood.org.
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