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November 10, 2025

The Honorable Brian Christine, MD

Assistant Secretary of Health

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Dr. Christine:

Congratulations on your new role as the Assistant Secretary for Health. Our organizations - the
Association for the Advancement of Blood and Biotherapies (AABB), America’s Blood Centers
(ABC), and the American Red Cross — request the opportunity to meet with you and your staff to
discuss our shared commitment to supporting the safety and availability of the nation’s blood

supply.

AABB, ABC, and the American Red Cross collectively represent the nation’s blood collection
establishments, transfusion services, and transfusion medicine professionals. We look forward to
working with you to ensure broad awareness of the essential role of the nation’s blood supply,
and the shared responsibility of ensuring that a safe blood supply is available to meet all routine
and emergency patient needs.

The blood supply is unique within the U.S. healthcare system in that it depends entirely on the
generous volunteer donations of millions of individuals each year. A network of not-for-profit
blood collection establishments collect, test, manufacture blood products. Blood collectors
distribute more than 15 million blood products each year to hospitals and other healthcare
providers, who routinely furnish blood transfusions to save patients’ lives. While this essential
system is resilient, it requires coordinated leadership and federal partnership. The Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Health (OASH) plays a critical role in this effort.

Our organizations look forward to meeting with you to discuss opportunities to continue our
collaboration regarding supporting interagency efforts related to blood safety and availability, the
AABB Interorganizational Task Force on Domestic Disasters and Acts of Terrorism, and the
National Blood Collection and Utilization Survey (NBCUS). Below, you will find additional
information about these activities.

1. Coordinating Government Activities Related to Blood Safety and Availability

Historically, the Assistant Secretary for Health (ASH) has served as the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services’ (HHS) blood safety officer, and the designated governmental
representative tasked with coordinating governmental efforts related to ensuring a safe and
available blood supply.

Consistent with this responsibility, the ASH serves as the Council Chair of the Blood, Organ, and
Tissue Senior Executive Council (BOTSEC). Congress affirmed the importance of the
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BOTSEC’s function in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023, which mandates that the
Secretary of HHS, or the Secretary’s designee:

Ensure coordination and collaboration between relevant Federal departments and
agencies related to the safety and availability of the blood supply, including--(A) the
Department of Health and Human Services, including the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Health, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food and Drug
Administration, the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response, the
National Institutes of Health, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, and the
Health Resources and Services Administration; (B) the Department of Defense; and (C)
the Department of Veterans Affairs.!

Additionally, the OASH has worked with the extended blood community on efforts intended to
improve blood safety and availability through its role managing the Federal Advisory Committee
on Blood and Tissue Safety and Availability (ACBTSA). Congress recognized the value of this
collaboration in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023 by requiring HHS to “consult and
communicate with private stakeholders, including blood collection establishments, health care
providers, accreditation organizations, researchers, and patients, regarding issues related to the
safety and availability of the blood supply.”

AABB, ABC and the American Red Cross stand ready to support you and provide you with
any information, technical assistance, and contact information that might be needed as you
take over the responsibilities of liaising with relevant agencies and the blood community.

2. AABB Interorganizational Task Force on Domestic Disasters and Acts of Terrorism
(Task Force)

The blood community established a public-private partnership, the AABB Interorganizational
Task Force on Domestic Disasters and Acts of Terrorism (Task Force), to work together to help
manage America’s blood supply during disasters and emergencies, such as hurricanes and mass
casualty events. The members of the Task Force include representatives from the private and
public sectors, including experts from U.S. blood services, associations, commercial entities, and
government agency liaisons. The Task Force evaluates the need for blood collection,
transportation, and any additional assistance in the event of an emergency.

A representative from OASH serves on the Task Force. During disasters and emergencies, the
OASH coordinates disseminating information on the blood supply throughout the federal
government. While the blood community is typically able to manage the safety and availability
of the blood supply, the OASH facilitates related federal activities when needed. For example,
upon request, the OASH may provide logistical assistance or instrumental support for public
messaging related to blood donation. The blood community appreciates this critical support,
which is vital to the nation’s continued ability to meet patients’ needs.

I Text - H.R.2617 - 117th Congress (2021-2022): Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 | Congress.gov | Library of
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We respectfully request that you ensure the OASH representative on the Task Force
continues to have the ability to highlight issues related to blood safety and availability with
the BOTSEC and agencies throughout the Federal government.

3. National Blood Collection and Utilization Survey

Since 2013, the OASH and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have
conducted the National Blood Collection and Utilization Survey (NBCUS), a biennial survey
that is crucial for understanding and managing the blood supply in the United States. The OASH
provides essential support for the NBCUS, which captures data on blood collection, processing,
and testing; blood and blood component transfusions; modification of components; and prices
paid by hospitals for blood components. Survey participants include all U.S. blood collection
centers and hospitals performing more than 100 inpatient surgeries per year.

The NBCUS data and resulting publications provide the most comprehensive information
currently available on blood collection and utilization in the United States. They are used by
private organizations — such as hospitals, blood collectors, and testing and device manufacturers
— as well as government agencies to track blood donor trends, ensure blood safety, understand
utilization, and plan for disasters, emergencies, and future needs.

We recommend that the OASH continue its critical role in supporting the development and
release of the NBCUS data.

* % % *

AABB, ABC, and the American Red Cross appreciate our longstanding and constructive
relationship with the OASH. We welcome the opportunity to meet with you and your team to
discuss our shared goals of ensuring a safe and available blood supply. Please contact Leah Stone
(Imstone@aabb.org), Diane Calmus (dcalmus(@americasblood.org), or Julie Manes
(julie.manes@redcross.org) to arrange a time to meet.

Sincerely,
Debra BenAvram Kate Fry J. Chris Hrouda
Chief Executive Officer Chief Executive Officer ~ President, Biomedical Services

Association for the Advancement of  America’s Blood Centers American Red Cross
Blood and Biotherapies
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Organization Overview

The Association for the Advancement of Blood and Biotherapies is an international, not-for
profit organization representing individuals and institutions involved in the fields of transfusion
medicine and biotherapies. The Association works collaboratively to advance the field through
the development and delivery of standards, accreditation and education programs. AABB is
dedicated to its mission of improving lives by making transfusion medicine and biotherapies
safe, available and effective worldwide.

Founded in 1962, America's Blood Centers is North America's largest network of community-
based, independent blood programs. The network operates more than 600 blood donor centers
providing over half of the U.S., and a quarter of the Canadian blood supply. These blood centers
3 serve more than 150 million people and provide blood products and services to more than
3,500 hospitals and healthcare facilities across North America. America's Blood Centers' U.S.
members are licensed and regulated by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Canadian
members are regulated by Health Canada.

The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters;
supplies about 40 percent of the nation's blood; teaches skills that save lives; provides
international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross
is a not-for-profit organization that depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American
public to perform its mission. About 5.6 million units of whole blood are collected from roughly
3.3 million Red Cross volunteer donors, separated into 8 million transfusable blood products and
supplied to approximately 2,700 hospitals and transfusion centers across the country for patients
in need.



